American Degree Guidelines
1.  The student must be a high school graduate and have received his or her State Degree at least one year prior to applying for the American Degree.

2. If the application is being submitted in 2014, all numbers in the degree MUST END December 31, 2013.  While it is acceptable to list a planned program for 2014 on page 2 it is not required.  Applications that count hours or work from 2014 on later pages will be disqualified.

3. Page 2 should outline the student’s project EACH YEAR.  
a. Please give as much information about the scope of the project as possible.  “Lawn Care- 6 residential and 2 commercial accounts,” is a good description.  
b. List enterprises on separate lines.  So if the student had pigs, sheep, and cows, each species would go on a separate line with a separate descriptor.
4. All SAE activities listed on page 2 must be related to agriculture.  Babysitting, retail work not related to agriculture, working as a grocery cashier, waiter/waitress, or restaurant host/hostess is not considered agriculture related by National FFA and will not count toward the requirements of the degree.
5. Page 3-4 is for PLACEMENT only.  List the job title/type of work, the unpaid and paid hours, the gross earnings, and expenditures.  Do not include taxes as an expenditure on pages 3-4.  

DO NOT list anything that the student owns on page 3-4.  
DO NOT list hours that were worked on the home farm in exchange for feed or equipment on a project the student owns.
6. Pages 5-7 are to list inventory that the student owned on December 31st of the previous year.  If the application is being submitted in 2014, the numbers on pages 5-7 would be what the student owned on December 31, 2013.
7. It is acceptable to count a portion of a personal vehicle as inventory.  The vehicle should be listed as “Investment in Machinery, Equipment, and Fixtures” on Page 7, Section G.  Only the portion of the vehicle that is used for the project should be counted.  Examples:

a. a student who mowed lawns and owned a 1979 Chevy Pickup that was used exclusively in the lawncare business would list: “1979 Chevy Pickup- Valued at $3000 and used 100% in business” and then count the full value of the truck in columns A, B, and C.  

b. a student who worked at Southern States who owned a 1998 Toyota Camry would list: “1998 Toyota Camry- Valued at $2000 and used 25% for work” and would then count 25% of the value in columns A, B, and C.
Note: Few personal vehicles are used more than 50% for the SAE.  Only the rare farm truck would count as 100%.  A student can count the additional value of his/her vehicle as a non-productive personal asset on page 9.  
8. ATV’s should be listed on inventory only if they are directly related to the SAE.  If the ATV in question is used 50% for the SAE and 50% for recreation, the value should be listed accordingly.  Seldom is an ATV used entirely for agriculture purposes.  A student who has a placement project at Southern States can NOT count the value of an ATV toward his or her project.
9. Land should be listed on Section I on page 7 and should be valued at the purchase price.  Land should not show appreciation in value on the American Degree Application.    

10. Page 8a/b is only for students who have ownership SAE Projects.  Placement students will leave 8a/b blank unless they are counting the value of a vehicle on page 7.  
11.  The American Degree Application includes definitions of what should be counted for each line on page 8a/b.  Please refer to these definitions when completing the page.  The following tips are intended to help with this fairly confusing page:
a. Cash sales (line 1d) is where the student would list sales of any crops, non-capital livestock (feeder calves, pigs, baby goats, etc.), and/or income from their Ag. Related business.  
b. If the student works for someone in exchange for his/her operating expenses (land, equipment, fertilizer, etc) the student must count this on line 2 c and/or line 2e.  The total of lines 2c and 2e must be the same as the total of lines 1f and 1g.  
c. A student must show expenses that are consistent with what they are producing.  Total expenses for 100 acres of corn cannot be $0.  
d. Section 4 is meant to list capital items such as breeding animals, equipment, etc.  The student must show where these items came from by listing them as a purchase.  Capital items (other than a few breeding animals) do not go up in value, so large amounts of appreciation for these items should not be shown.  
e. If a student inherited or was given a tractor, a cow, a farm, etc, a purchase should still be shown for these items on line 4d.  This is offset by listing the value of the gift/inheritance on page 11 line 22c.
f. The following numbers must match in order for the form to be accepted:
Page 8 line 1b for the first year of the project = Page 9 line 1d5 Beginning (A)

Page 8 line 1a for the last year of the project = Page 9 line 1d5 Ending (B)
Page 8 line 4c for the first year of the project = Page 9 line 2a6 Beginning (A)
Page 8 line 4a for the last year of the project = Page 9 line 2a6 Ending (B)

The easiest way to get these numbers to match is to complete page 9 prior to completing page 8.  Then transfer the numbers from page 9 to the appropriate cells on page 8.  
g. Generally, a student should not have large numbers on line 4e for any year of the project.  This is a flag to National FFA that there are problems with the application.
h. Line 5 shows the student’s return for each year of the project.  These numbers should be in line with what the student said he/she was doing on page 2.  In other words, total returns for 4 cow/calf pairs should not be $20,000 per year.  This is a flag that something is wrong with the application.  
i. In the case that a student has odd numbers for a legitimate reason, the advisor should attach an advisor’s statement explaining these numbers.  Examples could include a fire that killed the student’s animals, a death in the family, or income from a Grand Champion Steer at the State Fair.  
12. On page 9, the student should list the value of any personal assets on line 2b.  This would include vehicles or ATV’s not used in the project, guns, electronics, etc.  A computer could be listed here or as a productive asset if it was used solely for the project.
13. Any money the student owes should be counted on page 10.  
14. Any money the student has spent on his/her education should be listed on page 11, line 19b.  If the student received a scholarship, he/she should list the value of the scholarship on line 22c and then list the money spent on line 19b.
15. Lines 22a and 22b should be self explanatory.  Line 22a should typically be fairly small and would include any odd jobs or other Ag income that was not counted anywhere else on the application.
16. Line 22c should include all gifts, inheritances, and scholarships.  This includes land, machinery, and animals that were inherited.  If these were related to the project, their value would be counted on page 8.  If they were not related to the project, their value would be counted on page 9 as non-productive inventory.
17. Line 22e should include all taxes and personal expenses.  Students who make tens of thousands of dollars MUST show a reasonable amount for taxes.  ALL students spend money on personal expenses from clothing to food to entertainment and this should be reflected.  A zero on this line is a red flag to National FFA.
18. Page 12 must list at least 5 different activities including at least 3 state and/or national activities.  The student MUST list the year/s that he/she participated.  Please do NOT use “x’s” on this page.  A minimum of three non-FFA activities is required.

19. Beginning in 2011, a student must have work in two separate community service activities for a total of 50 hours.  This must be listed on the newly revised American Degree Page 12.  
20. Be sure that everything on page 13 is MET.  If errors exist that you cannot correct, please call the Executive Secretary.  
